
Beaver Creek II Wind Project
How will the project benefit the local 
community?
Constructing the Project will require approximately 
200 skilled workers with an ongoing need for a 
small number of permanent on-site workers for 
operation. Employment opportunities will be open 
to individuals from Sweet Grass County or other 
nearby communities. PSE anticipates that 
spending associated with the project will benefit a 
variety of local businesses, including lodgings and 
restaurants. In addition, lease and royalty 
payments will be made to the project landowners.

The Project will contribute 1.5% of project costs in 
impact fees to Sweet Grass County over the first 
three years of the project, totaling approximately 
$3.0 million. Property taxes levied on the facility 
will provide ongoing revenues for local schools, 
county roads, and other public services. 

What about project safety?
All turbines are sited with industry best practice 
setbacks from roads and buildings to prevent 
impacts should a catastrophic event occur. 
Turbines are constructed with safety systems to 
protect the turbine from damage during extreme 
weather events. Automated controls shut turbines 
down and orient blades to minimize wind 
resistance. During potential icing events turbines 
are shut down if they are located near roads or 
structures. Turbines are connected to a remote 
operations center and monitored 24 hours a day. 
Safety inspections are done at routine intervals by 
onsite staff trained in this work.

What is the project?
The Beaver Creek II Project will be Puget Sound 
Energy’s (PSE) second phase of development of 
the Beaver Creek Wind Project in Montana. Phase 
II will involve the construction of 25 additional wind 
turbines in northeastern Sweet Grass County on 
private land adjacent to the existing 88 turbine, 
248-Megawatt (MW) facility in neighboring
Stillwater County that was completed in 2025. The
25 turbines will be the same model as those used at
Beaver Creek I and will add 70 MW—enough
energy to power about 10,000 typical homes.

The Project will include a generation 
interconnection (gen-tie) line that will transfer the 
electricity generated from a new substation 
approximately 7 miles to an existing substation 
built by PSE for the Beaver Creek I wind project. 
Project development will also include the build out 
of accessory facilities typical of wind farms such as 
access roads, fencing, foundations, and connector 
lines, among others. PSE intends to use as much 
local labor and materials as practicable, which is 
the most efficient and locally beneficial approach 
to development. Operations will be integrated into 
the existing project including use of the existing 
operations and maintenance facilities. 

What is the project timing?
Construction is planned to start in the spring of 
2027 with an anticipated completion date in 
mid-2028. A typical project like Beaver Creek II 
has an operational life span of around 25 years 
with potential opportunities for re-powering through 
equipment upgrades at the end of this period. 
When operations end, PSE will dismantle and 
remove all equipment associated with the facility 
and restore the land to current conditions 
consistent with regulations established by the 
State of Montana. To ensure that decommissioning 
will take place, PSE will be financially responsible 
for all decommissioning work.

PSEmontana.com



Beaver Creek II Wind Project
Will area roads be impacted?
The project will be less than 1/3 the size of the first 
phase and will require substantially less delivery 
trips. PSE has developed a transportation plan to 
mitigate impacts on the county roads during the 
construction phase of the project and will enter into 
road use agreements with both Sweet Grass and 
Stillwater counties. The primary transportation 
route will be same as that used for construction of 
the existing facility. Vehicles will use the 
Springtime Road exit from Interstate 90 and will 
use Springtime Road, Eder Road and Phipps Road 
to reach the project site. On-site private roads built 
for the project along with portions of Stephens Hill 
Road, Bays Road and Rapelje Road in Sweet 
Grass County will be used to reach the turbine 
sites and substation. PSE will conduct surveys and 
complete appropriate road repairs. PSE will also 
coordinate directly with school transportation staff 
to go over bus routes and schedules and make 
sure our work minimizes delays. 

What other projects do PSE own and 
operate in Montana?
PSE has been a partner in Montana’s energy 
economy dating back to the 1970s and 
construction of the Colstrip Power Plant. Currently 
PSE owns and operates the Beaver Creek Wind 
Project and is in the process of building the Battle 
Butte Solar Project in Stillwater Water County. PSE 
also has an agreement with Energy Keepers, Inc., 
the tribally owned corporation of the Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribes for hydroelectric power, 
an agreement with NextEra, Montana’s largest 
windfarm Clearwater Wind, based in Rosebud, 
Custer, and Garfield Counties, and an agreement 
with Clearway for power from the Haymaker Wind 
Project that is under development. 
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About PSE
Washington state’s largest and oldest local energy 
company, Puget Sound Energy serves 
approximately 1.24 million electric customers and 
nearly 900,000 natural gas customers in 10 
counties. For more information visit PSE.com and 
PSEmontana.com. 
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